Dear SDSU faculty,
Please note that your Council of Higher Education (COHE) played a successful role in lobbying state legislators to kill the “intellectual diversity” bill (HB 1222).  The South Dakota Education Association, our parent organization, coordinated an on-going communication effort among many groups, including the Board of Regents.  Thank you to those who worked hard on this effort and especially those who contacted their legislators on this bill!
The bill was an attempt by out-of-state interests to use “political ideology” as a means to judge faculty.  However, we are aware that in rare cases students feel intimated by faculty because they carry different political views; we should not dismiss these cases lightly.  Thus, we can expect to see another version of this bill in future legislature sessions.  It is no accident this bill appears typically appears during election years.

COHE has a regularly-scheduled meeting for tomorrow, Wednesday, March 1, 1:00 to 2:30 p.m., Pasque Room, USU 255.  All faculty are invited to attend. We will be discussing the mis-implementation of the overload and summer pay clause in the new BOR imposed contract.  We will finalize our plans to approach this issue.

We will also discuss innovative ideas on the promotion and use of the Faculty Lounge.  Please remember, it is open Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Pasque Room.  All are invited to stop by and visit with your colleagues.

COHE is an association of faculty who care about the role of higher education in society.  We are a growing, vibrant organization! Our goals include increased financial support for Briggs Library, improved maintenance and repairs on existing buildings especially classrooms and labs, and respect for professional disciplinary standards.  We are a group where faculty can share ideas and concerns openly without judgment or fear of retribution.  We defend faculty rights, including tenure, academic freedom, and governance.
We implore you to consider joining our efforts!  We need your participation as we become a stronger voice for faculty in South Dakota.

Future meetings, all of which are held in the Pasque Room (USU 255), will be:

Tuesday, March 21, Noon to 1:30 p.m.

Wednesday, April 5, 1 to 2:30 p.m.

Tuesday, April 18, Noon to 1:30 p.m.

Wednesday, May 3, 1 to 2:30 p.m.
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