Dear COHE members,
 
I have been hearing from several of you regarding the recent news on "layoffs" at SDSU.  The news stories originated from Pres. Chicoine's radio interview in Yankton late last week.  Here are a couple of the news stories that arose from that exchange:
 
http://www.keloland.com/News/Education/NewsDetail10211.cfm?Id=83730
 
http://www.argusleader.com/article/20090425/NEWS/904250330/1001/news
 
I have spoken to Bob Otterson and can clarify a few things.  Here is my interpretation of his words.  The administration has to fill a gap of about $750 to $800,000.  During the interview, Chicoine suggested this would be on the order of 12 to 15 positions at the university.  Wrong thing to say!  The news stories interpreted it as actual job cuts.
 
What is actually happening is that the administration is likely to fill that gap in several ways.  They will move some Ag Exp Station and Ag Extention expenses from state to other funding sources.  However, this won't be enough, so they will have to close some currently open searches and leave other vacancies open for a year.   No decisions have been made!  And the May 13 Forum is intended to be a "discussion," they do not expect to have made the final decisions by that point.  
 
I tried to get him to acknowledge that they "anticipate no layoffs," but he would not go that far.  They certaintly hope they won't have to and he repeated the line several times that they would not allow these cuts to affect students.  So, any teaching positions or positions in support of teaching would not be affected.  We are fortunate at SDSU, because we are still growing and the tuitition hike will minimize what could have been a much more severe impact.
 
My comment: Why not make cuts where students would feel it, then they would rally to lobby the legislature for more money for higher education?
 
Your brother in defence of faculty rights,
Gary
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